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B-3334 - B-3341 1840-1875/1920"'s
1044-1000 Light St. (West side)

Baltimore, Md.

Private and semi-public access

The west side of the 1000 block of Light St. has a number of quite interesting
and unusual buildings. 1040-1044 Light St. is a typical group of three story, two
and three bay wide brick buildings with shed roofs and bracketed cornices which has
always served a mixed commercial/residential function and dates from the 1870's.

At 1036-1038 Light St. there is the McHenry Theatre, an Art-Deco style brown brick
strudture built in the 1920's to serve as one of three neighborhood movie houses,
the other two of which are now gone. The original interior of the theatre is still
intact, with community plans underway to reopen it as a movie theatre, but the

old lobby area has been converted into two modern storefronts. At 1024 Light St.
Public School #15 survives in its original Tuscan Revival form, two stories high,
six bays wide with a low-pitched gable roof running perpendicular to Light St. with
deeply projecting eaves supported by thin wooden brackets. The first floor area

of the building has been converted into a modern storefront. Across Poultney St., -
to the north, at 1022 Light St. is a typical three story, three bay wide combination
commercial/residential structure with shed roof and bracketed cornice dating from
the early 1850's (it originally had a gable roof). At 1016-1020 Light St. there

is a group of three story, two bay wide brick houses with gable roofs built in

the early 1850's and currently used as both residences and storefronts. To the
north, at 1008-1014 Light St., stands the large two and a half story, three bay
wide, brick Queen Anne style Salvation Army Building, which was built as a Friends
Meeting House in the 1870's. Finally, at 1000-1006 Light St. there is a row of

two and a half story, late Federal style brick houses built about 1840 by John S.
Gittings and others. All of the houses retain their original exterior form except
for 1000 Light St. which has been enlarged and is now three stories in height with
a shed roof and bracketed cornice. All of the first floor areas of this group

of houses have been converted to modern storefronts.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This two story, six bay wide brick building with low-pitched gable roof
with deep eaves supported by thin wooden brackets, is a good example of a local
modification and simplification of the Tuscan (Italianate) Revival style popular
when it was built in 1854 to serve as Primary School #15. The first floor area
of the building has recently been converted to a modern shoe store.

The building is two stories in height, about 62' wide, and occupies a lot about
122' deep. The building is located on the south west corner of Light and Poultney
Streets, and extends back along Poultney St. six bays. The building is constructed
in running bond. The low pitched gable roof runs perpendicular to Light St., with
deeply projecting eaves on both front and side facades supported by thin wooden
brackets, a characteristic of the Tuscan Revival style. The Light St. facade of
the building is divided into three bays of two windows each. The central bay projects
slightly and is framed by two full height brick piers. The side bays are marked by
two windows set in a recessed area. These windows have splayed brick lintels and
stone sills. Each is filled with 4/4 double hung sash. The central bay also has
two windows on the second floor level, but these have round arched lintels, with
arched, paneled brick hoods. These windows, too, are filled with 4/4 double hung
sash, the upper panes cut to fit the curve of the arch. The brick hoods framing
the central windows have a kind of brick keystone which extends upwards and connects
each hood to a rectangular brick projection which in turn forms the base for three
narrow arched windows set in the attic area beneath the peak of the gable roof. Thesc
narrow windows are filled with wooden blinds and have simple arched brick hoods.

The first floor level of the facade apparently had the same window arrangement
as the second story, but has now beenentirely enclosed by the modern facade of the
shoe store which occupies these premises. A handsome wood cornice extends across
the entire width of the first floor level, comnsisting of a crown molding set above
a row of dentils and a plain freize area. The original entrance was undoubtedly set
within the central bay.

The Poultney St. facade of the building is notable for the cast iron lintels
surmounting each of the windows. These are executed in a Classical Revival design
with a central shell extending above the rectangular shape of the lintel, flanked
by acanthus-type leaf designs. The sills of the windows are stone. The second floor
windows are filled with 12/12 double hung sash; the small, square windows of the first
floor level are filled with a fixed sash of eight panes. Two full height brick piers
divide the side facade into two bays, the easternmost two windows wide, and the
westernmost four windows wide.

The first floor facade of the building has recently been converted to a modern
storefront, consisting of two separate entrances flanked by three-sided plate glass
shop windows set on aluminum bases. A deep aluminum sign area/cornice extends across
the entire width of the storefront facade and around the corner along the Poultney St.
facade. The first floor area of the building is currently occupied by two stores,

a shoe store on the Poultney St. corner and a 7/11 dairy store in the southern half
of the building. The storefront windows project out some distance from the main faca

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This building is quite important to the Federal Hill/South Baltimore area as

being the oldest standing public school building in Baltimore,

as well as representing

the first public school in the area. The school was built in 1854 as the Male and
Female Primary School #15, but was renumbered Primary School #17 during the Civil
War. The building remained in use as a school until 1910 when it was finally sold
for commercial use. First used as a propellor factory, it was later converted to
a 5 & 10 store and presently serves as a shoe store.

Architecturally, the building is of great interest as being an example of the
Tuscan Revival style, with its deeply projecting, low-pitched gable roof supported

by thin wooden brackets.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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B-3336

Primary School #15 (Public School No. 17, Chesapeake Furniture Co., 5 & 10 cent store)
1024 Light Street
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B-3336

Primary School #15 (Public School No. 17, Chesapeake Furniture Co., 5 & 10 cent store)
1024 Light Street
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B-3336

Primary School #15
1024 Light Street
Block 0935A Lot 001
Baltimore City
Baltimore East Quad.
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B-3336 1024 Light St.
M.E.H. 5/79

East endinorth elevations



